The correct space group of N aN iA s04 is R3 and not R3 as previously reported.
The crystal structure of sodium nickel arsenate, N a N iA s 0 4, was recently reported in space group R3 [1] . The authors noted strong correlations during least-squares refinement. Since these are typical symptoms when a centrosymmetric structure is re fined in a non-centrosymmetric space group, it seemed necessary to check the published structure for possible higher symmetry.
If 0.2881 is subtracted from all z coordinates o f the published structure (an allowed transformation be cause o f the floating origin in R 3 ) the following new coordinates are generated: The first four pairs of atoms form inversion-related pairs at inversion centres 0, 0, 0 or 0, 0, 1/2. The symmetry transformation x -2/3, y -4/3, z -1/3 applied to 0 2 gives 0 2 ' at -0.0042, -0.3377, -0 .1 2 2 0 , which is related to 0 1 by inversion at 0 , 0 , 0 (all relationships are within experimental error). It was therefore probable that the correct space group is R 3, with approximate coordinates. Starting with these values, refinement in R3 was possible without the strong correlations found be fore. Final atomic parameters, bond distances and angles are given in Tables I and II. The estimated standard deviations are significantly lower than after refinement in R3. This shows that space group R3 is indeed the correct one for N a N iA s 0 4. The essential crystallochemical features o f the structure, however, remain unaltered, so that the description given in [ 1 ] is still valid. Table I . Crystallographic data for N aN iA s04 (here, and in the following Table, The equivalent isotropic Beq's were calculated from the anisotropic temperature factors U,j according to Ha- Distances and angles were calculated using the program SAD I A N [3] .
